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Duke University tthrary— 


Religion Gives Meaning to Liféér 18 1348 


ERHAPS such subjects as mathematics, 
physics or chemistry are, or can be, com- 
pletely secularized. But it would not 
seem practical to teach either practice or ap- 
preciation of the arts if we are to forbid ex- 
posure of youth to any religious influences. 
Musie without sacred music, architecture 
minus the cathedral, or painting without the 
seriptural themes would be eccentric and in- 
complete, even from a secular point of view. 
Yet the inspirational appeal of religion in these 
guises is often stronger than in forthright ser- 
mon. Even such a ‘‘science’’ as biology raises 
the issue between evolution and creation as 
explanation of our presence on this planet. 
Certainly a course in English literature that 
omitted the Bible and other powerful uses of 
our mother tongue for religious ends would be 
pretty barren. And I should suppose it is a 
proper, if not an indispensable, part of prepa- 
ration for a worldly life to know the roles that 
religion and religions have played in the tragic 
story of mankind. The fact is that, for good 
or ill, nearly everything in our culture worth 
transmitting, everything which gives mean- 
ing to life, is saturated with religious influ- 
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ences, derived from paganifty Apaeisn, Ghris- 
tianity—both Catholic and Protestant—and 


other faiths accepted by a large part of the 
world’s peoples. One can hardly respect a 
system of education that would leave the stu- 
dent wholly ignorant of the currents of reli- 
gious thought that move the world society for 
a part in which he is being prepared. 

But how one can teach, with satisfaction or 
even with justice to all faiths, such subjects 
as the story of the Reformation, the Inquisi- 
tion, or even the New England effort to found 
‘‘a Church without a Bishop and a State with- 
out a King,’”’ is more than I know. It is too 
much to expect that mortals will teach subjects 
about which their contemporaries have pas- 
sionate controversies with the detachment they 
may summon to teaching about remote sub- 
jects such as Confucius or Mohamet. When in- 
struction turns to proselyting and imparting 
knowledge becomes evangelism is, except in 
erudest cases, a subtle inquiry—Supreme 
Court Justice ROBERT H. JACKSON, in a 
separate opinion relating to the Champaign, 
Tll., case. 
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Letters to the Editors 
Program of Progress 





Hinges on Leadership 





Comment on ‘‘Biggest Barrier’’ 


To the Editors: 

Let me thank you for your splendid edi- 

torial on the front page of March 1 issue. 

. To those of us who have traveled 
widely over the church and who are seeing 
the Program of Progress in action, your 
editorial strikes with exceeding force. 
Wherever the pastor and church officers 
have led the people, they have responded 
gladly and have gone far above any ask- 
ing sent down to the church. On the 
other hand, where this leadership has not 
been present nothing is being done and 
the people are being denied a great privi- 
lege and joy. 

Let me again thank you for your help 
in this matter and for this splendid ar- 
ticle which should awaken those who 
have not gotten into the work as yet. 

J. G. PATTON, JR. 
Secretary. 
Committee on Stewardship, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


To the Editors: 

. Let me thank you for the editorial 
on the cover page of THE OUTLOOK for 
March 1. You have put your finger on 
the biggest barrier to the success of the 
Program of Progress. ” 
Ss. B. LAPSLEY, 

Educational Secretary. 
Home Missions Committee, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Presbyterian Reunion Schedule 


To the Editors: 

Your proposal with regard to the Plan 
of Reunion (March 1) expresses concisely 
and exactly my conviction as to the action 
the Assembly should take this year. The 
articles by Dr. Allan are some of the best 
I have ever seen on the subjects discussed, 
and I hope will be read and heeded by 
thousands throughout our church. Like- 
wise the editorial about sabotage of the 
Program of Progress. a 
Ss. H. SALMON. 
Pulaski, Tenn. 


We need more time for understanding. 
Having served in both areas it is my ob- 
servation that those members of our de- 
nomination who live where the work of 
the US and USA churches overlaps, and 
who know personally the members of the 
other denomination, are more generally in 
favor of healing the division of 1861 than 
those who have not seen the problems 
first-hand and do not know our USA 
brethren personally. 

CHARLES E. S. KRAEMER. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


. Personally, I am prepared to vote 
for reunion now but I think it would be 
advisable “to make haste slowly.” The 
proposed Plan for delayed action seems 
just and fair and it allows sufficient time 
for careful and prayerful study before we 
act. 

T. C. VINSON. 
Bowie, Texas. 


Your editorial on Presbyterian Reunion 
is fine. I hope that course will be fol- 
lowed. 

I have read with deep interest Dr. Al- 
lan’s analysis of “The Real Issues That 
Divide Us” (OUTLOOK, Feb. 23, Mar. 1). 
In fact, much of it has been re-read. It 
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does my heart good for one of our lay- 
men to present this important question so 
clearly and upon such a high plane. His 
closing section, “Greater Motives Must 
Move Us,” is especially uplifting. 

This, coming at a time when lay com- 
missioners-elect to the 1948 General As- 
sembly are receiving propaganda evidently 
seeking to influence their votes in that 
high court of our church, is helpful. Like 
Paul of old, we can thank God and take 
courage. 

J. G. WHITTEN. 
Navasota, Texas. 


Columbia’s Admissions 


To the Editors: 

It was with a genuine sense of sur- 
prise that I found myself listed among 
the “Notable Presbyterians” described in 
your issue of February i6. I am hon- 
ored by my inclusion in such a group, and 
I deeply appreciate the spirit of friend- 
Ship which is manifest throughout the 
article, though I feel you are mistaken in 
your estimate of me at many points. I 
shall not attempt to discuss those items 
which have a personal aspect, but con- 
cerning one matter, which involves the 
policy of Columbia Theological Seminary, 
I do wish to make a clarifying statement. 

The faculty of Columbia Seminary has 
not excluded any student because of hts 
theological viewpoint, and does not ex- 
pect to do so. For us to take such action 
would be to usurp a prerogative which is 
properly vested in the presbyteries. Cer- 
tainly also, as an institution which strives 
to be loyal in all respects to the funda- 
mentals of our Faith, we are definitely 
not prejudiced against students whose 
theological viewpoint igs conservative. 

Our decision not to recognize the de- 
grees of various Bible colleges as a pre- 
requisite to our own was based upon the 
fact that these institutions do not offer 
an approved course of training in the arts 
or sciences. Some of the graduates of 
those colleges, who have attended Colum- 
bia Seminary in the past, have been 
among our finest students, and we are 
proud of the devoted and useful service 
which they are now rendering in the min- 
istry and on the mission fleld. We be- 
lieve that these men would have been 
even better prepared for service, how- 
ever, if they had received the fuller aca- 
demic training which is now required of 
candidates for our degree. 

J. McDOWELL RICHARDS. 
Decatur, Ga. 


@ EDITORS’ NOTE—We are glad to be 
able to carry Dr. Richards’ statement cor- 
roborating our own (OUTLOOK, Letters, 
March 8). 


MUST Read Dr. Allan 


To the Editors: F 

I hope it is not too late to express ap- 
preciation for: (1) The Christmas, 1947, 
issue. It was truly inspiring 
throughout. (2) Dr. Jas. A. Jones’ 
sermon January 19; (3) The grand salute 
to the “Notable Presbyterians” (Feb. 16); 
and now, Dr. Allan’s “The Real Issues 
That Divide Us.” 

This last mentioned article is really 
MUST reading! I had not realized how 
much my thinking had changed until I 
read the two articles on this subject. I 
grew up in Bethel Presbytery and many 
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ultra-conservatives still reside there. But 
Dr, Allan has exactly described my think. 
ing today, and, curiously enough, the 
books by Dr. Fosdick had a great deal to 
do with this growth. The “Three Mean- 
ings” may be simple books, but they have 
been close friends in many an hour of 
puzzlement. 

There is no “Southern” church in my 
town, so I moved my letter to the only 
Presbyterian church at hand—a “North. 
ern” church, and I am very happy to be 
working in it. The description you gave 
of how we would feel (when united) ig 
certainly true in my case at least, for 
the widening horizons in Missions is truly 
inspiring. 

ELIZABETH WITHERSPOON ALFORD. 
Kissimmee, Fla. 


Mr. Luke’s Salary 


To the Editors: 

In your February 16 issue Rev. John W, 
Luke is listed as one of the “Notable 
Presbyterians.” No one is more worthy of 
this honor! 

However, the figures stressed in the ar- 
ticle in regard to Mr. Luke’s salary place 
Winston-Salem Presbytery in a rather bad 
light. These figures are correctly copied 
from our Assembly’s Minutes, but there is 
a mistake in the Minutes. Mr. Luke ig 
receiving a salary of $2,400 per year in- 
stead of $1,529 as given in the Minutes. 
His churches are paying $265 and the 
Home Mission Committee $2,135. . .. 

RALPH L. BUCHANAN. 
Elkin, N. C. 


Moffett, Too 


To the Editors: 

As director of the Chain of Missions 
in Florida may I thank you for your ac- 
count in the March 8 issue. 

I should like to ask you to make one 
correction. The Presbyterian Church was 
represented not only by Dr. Lacy and Dr. 
McMullen, but also by the Rev. Harry M. 
Moffett, of Austin, Texas. He was with 

‘ us‘ in Jacksonville, Daytona Beach, De- 
Land, Orlando, Winter Park and Winter 
Haven. ... 

B. LOUISE WOODFORD. 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 





EASTER OFFERING 
Important Notice to Church Treasurers 


Regarding Easter Offering for War 
Relief 


Although the special offering for War 
Relief is to be taken on March 28, the 
General Assembly ordered that ‘this 
offering be reported in the church year 
beginning April 1, 1948. Therefore, all 
church treasurers and central treasurers 
are hereby notified to indicate on their 
remittances whether the money they are 
sending is a part of the special Easter 
offering. It will be much better if this 
offering is held and not sent in until 
April 15. For the action of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, see 1947 Minutes, rec- 
ommendation 12, page 185. 


E. C. SCOTT, Treasurer. 
1120 Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas. 





postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 


the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian ot the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Copyright, 


Telephone 2-9492. 
1948, by THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLO 


10c a copy, $4.00 year. 


aay IM ‘postage $1 extra. 





h- 
ve 


‘or 
ily 


le 





The Presbyterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


- Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol 180. No. 12. March 22, 1948 


403 East Franklin St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Church Leaders Are Puzzled by 
Decision in Weekday R. E. Cases 


Effect on Released Time and Other Church-School Plans 
Is Not Made Clear in 8-1 Supreme Court Verdict 


Widespread concern in being felt throughout the nation following the 8-1 
Supreme Court decision barring religious instruction from the Champaign, IIl., 


schools. 


Because of differences between systems of such instruction and be- 


cause the court decision rules only on distinctive features in this one plan, church 
leaders are puzzled as to the procedure to jbe followed. (Editorial, page 8.) 


Arising from the suit brought by Mrs. 
Vashti McCollum, a self-styled atheist 
who felt that her 12-year-old son was 
unduly embarrassed because he was the 
only one in his class who did not take 
the religious instruction, the Champaign 
group had won the right for such in- 
struction in the Illinois courts. Under 
their system courses in religion have 
been taught in the school buildings 
since 1940 under leadership of a Jew- 
ish-Catholic-Protestant group known as 
the Champaign Council on Religious 
Education. Classes for fourth to ninth 
grade pupils are provided on a volun- 
tary basis, with written permission from 
parents and without expense to the 
schools. Students not attending’ the 
classes in religion were required to do 
other work within the schoul. 


In 46 States 


It is claimed that more than 2,000,- 
000 children are enrolled in such classes 
in 3,000 communities in 46 state. At 
least 40 per cent of these, it is thought, 
will be affected by the decision. All 
others, some under released time plans 
with classes held outside school prop- 
erty, are brought in question by some. 

In the majority decision, Justice 
Hugo Black declared: “The First 
Amendment rests upon the premise that 
both religion and government can best 
work to achieve their lofty aims if each 
is left free from the other within its 
respective sphere. Here, not only are 
the state’s tax supported public school 
buildings used for the dissemination of 
religious doctrines. The state also af- 
fords sectarian groups an invaluable aid 
in that it helps to provide pupils for 
their religious classes through use of 
the state’s compulsory school machin- 
ery. This is not separation of church 
and state.” 


The Dissenting Opinion 


Justice Reed, in his dissent, stressed 
traditional practices in the United 
States which would seem to indicate 





possibilities of cooperation: the provi- 
sion of chaplains in Congress and the 
armed forces, compulsory chapel at- 
tendance at Annapolis and West Point, 
and provision in the GI Bill for train- 
ing of veterans at seminaries and 
schools for the ministry. 

“When actual church services have 
always been permitted on government 
property,” he said, ‘‘the mere use of the 
school buildings by a non-sectarian 
group of religious education ought not 
to be condemned as an establisment of 
religion. For a non-sectarian organi- 
zation to give the type of instruction 
here offered cannot be said to violate 
our rule as to the establishment of re- 
ligion by the state. The  prohibi- 
tion of enactments respecting the 
establishment of religion does not 
bar every friendly gesture between 
church and state. Devotion to the great 
principle of religious liberty should not 
lead us into a rigid interpretation of 
the constitutional guarantee that con- 
flicts with the accepted habits of our 
people. This is an instance where, for 
me, the history of past practices is de- 
terminative of the meaning of a con- 
stitutional clause, not a decorous intro- 
duction to the study of its text.’ 


Classes to Continue 


In Virginia, where the state council 
of churches supervises a widespread 
program of instruction, officials were 
recommending that all classes be con- 
tinued until a thorough study of the 
decision could be made. 

Ernest J. Arnold, executive secretary 
of the North Carolina Council of 
Churches, after a conference with the 
Office of the State Attorney General, 
issued a statement saying that ‘‘we are 
of the opinion that the program in 
North Carolina should be continued, as 
it is considered absolutely legal and will 
be so considered until a case against it 
is instituted and carried through the 
North Carolina courts.” 





|REACTIONS 








Asked for comments on the Supreme 
Court decision on the teaching of relig- 
ion according to the Champaign, IIl., 
plan, these competent observers declare: 


“Blow to Communities” 

The Supreme Court decision is a 
blow to communities having satisfactory 
week-day systems, But it is a timely 
if painful reminder that Christian edu- 
cation is a responsibility of church and 
family, not of the State. If the public 
school cannot even cooperate, we must 
simply prepare to do the job better with 
the church as the center. 

L. J. SHERRILL. 

Louisville Presbyterian 

Theological Seminary. 

* * * 
May Not Affect Other Systems 

I have not seen the text of the Su- 
preme Court decision. It seems to affect 
only one type of religious or Biblical in- 
struction in public schools, the Cham- 
paign, Ill., type which has a distinct sec- 
tarian flavor. It should not affect the 
teaching of the Bible in public schools 
from a non-sectarian point-of-view. 
There is a lot of difference between sep- 
aration of the church and the state and 
the separation of the Bible and the 
state. The Bible is not the church nor 
is it a sectarian book. 

WALTER L. LINGLE. 

Davidson, N. C. 

* * s 
Disturbing, Disappointing 

The long-awaited Supreme Court de- 
cision in the Champaign case. . .is, to 
say the least, quite disturbing and dis- 
appointing for supporters of week-day 
religious instruction. However, I would 
urge caution about rushing to conclu- 
sions until the full text of the decision 
is made public. . 

Unfortunately some of the news 
stories raise questions not heretofore in 
the public mind. One statement seems 
to suggest that the issue before the 
court was the principle of church and 
state, Another so interprets the decision 
as to imply that the Supreme Court is 
banishing all religion from public edu- 
cation. The idea of protecting the state 
from any possible ecclesiastical domina- 
tion is one we all heartily agree with, 
and if the present plan of week-day re- 
ligious instruction is weak at that point, 
it should be amended speedily. But if 
on the other hand the interpretation 
offered by some news stories, suggesting 
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a complete outlawing of all religious in- 
struction from our publicly owned and 
operated educational system, is sup- 
ported by the text of the decision, we 
face an exceedingly serious situation. 
Here we find a majority Christian con- 
stituency completely estopped from 
carrying out the majority will, Further- 
more, we are forced to restudy our 
American history to see whether our 
God-fearing Founding Fathers really in- 
tended, as we have heretofore been 
taught, to establish a republic with God 
and the Bible at its center, as our coins 
and our courts would indicate, or 
whether our present Supreme Court is 
now changing the course of American 
history and is starting us off in a new 
direction. In the latter case, it may be 
that the Supreme Court itself needs 
some restudying. 
EDWARD D. GRANT. 
Richmond, Va. 


* . * 


No Commitment to Atheism 


The decision in the Champaign case, 
as reported in the newspapers, is that 
tax-supported property may not be used 
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for religious teaching supported by the 
churches. The danger is that the de- 
cision will be considered to mean much 
more than that, as Justices Jackson and 
Reed imply. The separation of church 
and state is a sound principle, but it 
must not be so construed as to commit 
the state and the public schools to athe- 
ism, 
LUTHER A. WEIGLE, Dean. 
Yale University Divinity School. 
“9 * ” 


Home and Church Must Do Better 


The action of the Supreme Court was 
a surprise to me. Some of the leaders 
in the field of week-day religious edu- 
cation said to a group of us at the meet- 
ing of the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education, in February, that 
they thought the decision would be 
favorable. ... > 

Latest statistics show that there are 
2,000,000 pupils enrolled in week-day 
religious education classes. What will 
be the effect of this decision on them we 
cannot forecast until the full text is 
available. Perhaps we shall be able to 
carry on much of this work outside of 





The Real Self Behind Our Acts 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





HEN WE JUDGE a friend or foe, 

particularly a foe, for actions 

which we do not approve, we 
assume that the wrong action was not 
due merely to ignorance or to tempta- 
tion. If we are charitable we may try 
to understand this wrong act in terms 
of the temptations which preceded it; 
but we will not wholly condone it. 

We may, if we are understanding, for- 
give a theft by a hungry man; but we 
do not conclude that every thief is 
bound to commit the crime of which he 
is guilty. In daily practice we assume 
that men are responsible and that they 
could have acted other than they did. 

Yet in most of our modern interpre- 
tations of social evil we follow assump- 
tions which are at complete variance 
from these almost instinctive ascriptions 
of wrong motives to evil acts. Accord- 
ing to an analysis of race prejudice 
which has just come to my attention, 
racial bigotry stems from the illusion 
that there is such a thing as race. 

We are told to speak of “ethnic 
groups” but not of races. That would 
presumably cure us of race prejudice. 
It is perfectly true, of course, that there 
are no pure races and that ethnic dis- 
tinctions are never purely biological. 
But to know does not cure us of preju- 
dice. 

Even the scientific knowledge that 
there are no inferior or superior races, 
biologically speaking, does not prevent 
men from ascribing basic inferiority to 
their competitors, There is a mystery 
of a corrupted will at the basis of an 
évil act or attitude which can never be 


explained away by either the social pres- 
sure which tempted the evil doer or by 
the ignorance which seemed to have be- 
trayed him. 

In a recent analysis of sexual mis- 
conduct, the scientific writer expresses 
the opinion that if all men knew how 
widely prevalent are their variations 
from the accepted norm of sexual be- 
havior, they would be relieved of an un- 
easy conscience. 

Undoubtedly some moral standards 
are ‘‘conventions’”’ which have no abso- 
lute validity. Therefore the degree of 
uneasiness we feel about violating them 
depends upon the opinions about us. 

But some moral standards are not 
conventions. They represent the stand- 
ards of our essential humanity. We feel 
uneasy if we defy our essential hu- 
manity, no matter how many other peo- 
ple have fallen into the same sin. Does 
anyone believe that we could commit 
murder with an easy conscience merely 
because we were told that many more 
people are murderers than we had as- 
sumed? 

Something of a real self and not 
merely the conventions of society is in- 
volved in our desire to do right. And 
something of a real self, and not merely 
the pressures of society, is involved in 
inclination to do wrong. We never 
really forget that fact in judging either 
ourself or our fellows. But we write a 
lot of nonsense which tries to obscure 
the real and the responsible self behind 
the facade of social convention and so- 
cial temptation.—(Copyright 1948 by 
RNS.) 
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the school buildings. At any rate, we 
are made to realize more fully than be. 
fore that if our children are to receive 
the religious instruction they so desper- 
ately need, the home and the church 
must face their responsibility more de- 
terminedly and do their work better. 
The decision may prove to be a blessing 
in disguise. 


W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON. 
Union Seminary, Richmond, Va. 
* - * 


Need More Training, Not Less 


Just what the recent Supreme Court 
decision will mean to the program of 
weekday religious education that has 
been making such remarkable progress 
in many parts of the United States, I 
do not know. But if America is to be 
saved from moral disintegration and 
disaster, the churches must give the 
youth of the land, not less, but more 
Christian training. Nothing is more 
vital to the nation’s life and safety. The 
current crisis challenges us to face this 
issue with all the wisdom and determi- 
nation that we possess. 


HENRY WADE DuBOSE. 
Richmond, Va. 


Released Time 


... The court’s majority opinion ap- 
pears to leave in doubt the validity of 
the released time principle, .. . How- 
ever, the supplementary statement in 
which it was reported that four of the 
justices concurred indicated that this 
court decision was not intended to in- 
validate this principle in all cases while 
a fifth justice dissented from the opinion 
because he feared that it would have 
this effect. Thus, it would seem that 
a majority of the justices clearly did 
not intend and would not approve in- 
validation of the released time principle. 

ROY G. ROSS, General Secretary, 
International Council of 
Religious Education, Chicago. 

= . 


Unfortunate Dedicsion 


The only answer I see to the Supreme 
Court’s Decision in the Champaign, 
Illinois, case is a revival of Protestant 
parochial education, In my opinion the 
atheists and Communists will seize upon 
this handle to keep the question of 
Weekday Religious Education in con- 
stant turmoil for years to come. [ an- 
ticipate suit after suit in most of the 
states where the program is being 
carried on in any form today, and I am 
firmly convinced that the Protestant 
churches are determined to secure relig- 
ious teaching for their children. 

The decision is altogether unfortu- 
nate, because I am convinced, from ex- 
tensive study of the problem, that the 
framers of our federal constitution 
never intended to eliminate religious in- 
struction from the educational experi- 
ence of American youth. 

PRICE H. GWYNN, JR. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 
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AN OPEN LETTER 
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To the National Catholic Welfare Conference 


By the Officers of Protestants and Other Americans United 
for the Separation of Church and State 


OUR RECENT PRONOUNCEMENT in reply to the 
Y Manifesto issued by Protestants and’ Other Americans 

United would have come with better grace had it 
borne some other signature than that of the Most Rev. 
John T. MecNicholas, Archbishop of Cincinnati, chairman of 
your Administrative Board. The pronouncement repeatedly 
denies that the Roman Catholic hierarchy pursues or con- 
dones a policy subversive of the separation of church and 
state in our educational system. But the archdiocese of 
Cincinnati itself presents a clear and notorious instance of 
gross violation of this principle by Catholic authorities. 


Cincinnati Incident 


The story of the taking over of the public school sys- 
tem at North College Hill, a suburb of Cincinnati, is now 
well known. This community is within the Catholic juris- 
diction of Archbishop McNicholas. A Catholic majority was 
secured on the local board of education. The board then 


proceeded to incorporate a parochial school into the pub-’ 


lic school system. It paid the Archbishop $6,000 out of 
public funds for ten months rental of the building. The 
nuns teaching in that school were placed on the public 
pay roll. The school continued to teach Roman Catholic 
doctrine and to be used by the local Catholic Church for 
bingo games and other parish activities. The school board 
illegally attempted to usurp the functions of the superin- 
tendent of schools in the employment of teachers. When 
he resisted this encroachment, they informed him that his 
contract would not be renewed. 

Twenty-eight of the thirty-three teachers resigned; there 
was a school strike; the community was divided from top 
to bottom; a public meeting of the school board ended in a 
riot. The National Education Association and the Ohio 
Education Association blacklisted the schools, and advised 
any self-respecting teacher not to accept employment there. 
The affairs of the school district had to be taken over by 
a local court. 

The judge reappointed the superintendent; terminated 
the contract with the Archbishop for rental of the parochial 
school, and removed the nuns from the public pay roll. The 
teachers then returned to their classrooms, the school 
strike was ended and peace was restored in North College 
Hill. At the regular election in November, 1947, the com- 
munity by 2,400 to 1,600 voted a clean sweep in the per- 
sonnel of the school board. The two tickets were spon- 
sored respectively by a Protestant and a Catholic citizens 
committee. The result was the complete overthrow, of 
church control and a forthright return of the schools to 
their non-sectarian status. 


Disqualification of Archbishop McNicholas 


The facts recited above would seem to disqualify Arch- 
bishop McNicholas as a spokesman for the separation of 
church and state in public education. It is strange that 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference would put for- 
ward, under his name, the plea of innocence with respect 
to the matters discussed in our Manifesto. The story of 
North College Hill shquld itself be a sufficient answer to his 
pronouncement, without further comment on our part. 

Nevertheless, we desire to deal with this pronouncement 
in respectful terms and in as reasonable a temper as pos- 
sible in view of its misstatements of our position and its 
complete evasion of the issue. Happily, this pronouncement 
moves on a slightly higher plane in tone and vocabulary 
than the ill-tempered utterances of other prelates which 


- 


have been widely publicized, and the comments which have 
appeared in the Catholic press. It is polemical, but we 
cannot say that it is vicious. Even some of its harsher 
judgments are phrased with a faint suggestion of that 
amenity which the dignity of its source, if not respect for 
its opponents, prescribes. - 

Viewing the pronouncement as a whole, it is plain that 
your underlying design is to deny everything without deny- 
ing anything, and to affirm everything without affirming 
anything. In other words, you deal largely in abstract 
generalities, while avoiding the specific evidence upon 
which our statements were based. For example, you lifted 
out of their context in our Manifesto such general state- 
ments as: ‘‘The hierarchy has committed itself to a policy 
plainly subversive of religious liberty as guaranteed by 
the Constitution’; ‘‘the Catholic church seeks a position 
of special privilege in relation to the state’; “the strategy 
of the church is to fracture the constitutional principle of 
separation of church and state at one point after another 
where the action can be minimized as trivial or disguised 
as falling within some other category than that of its ul- 
timate intent.” To these statements you reply with a 
mere general denial. Yet for them all the Manifesto cites 
specific proofs. 

The hierachy brands these statements false without ref- 
erence, or with only an oblique reference, to the evidence 
which we brought forward. You declare, categorically: 
“To say that the hierachy of the United States is not 
wholly devoted to the maintenance of the Constitution in 
all its provisions, and that it is seeking for its own church 
advantages and privileges is, in plain language, an un- 
truth.” 

Now, this kind of shadow boxing gets nowhere. Merely 
to call these statements an “untruth,” and an “outrageous 
indictment,’”’ may sound plausible to the undiscerning rea- 
der, who may be impressed by the plea of injured inno- 
cence; but the more discerning reader will ask that the 
controversy be brought down from lofty generalities to the 
concrete activities of the Catholic church which have 
brought the issue into the open. 


Legislation Secured In 18 States 


The American public is entitled to know whether the Ro- 
man church is working to secure, if it can, support for its 
parochial schools from the public treasury. Our Manifesto 
says that it is engaged in just such a program. We cited 
certfin legislation which the church has secured in some 
eighteen States opening the way for the parochial school 
to have access to public funds. The Supreme Court has 
approved some of its legislation. Despite this approval, 
and backed by the opinion of the four dissenting justices 
in the bus transportation case, we hold that this legisla- 
tion is in fact contrary to the Constitution. Protestants 
and Other Americans United are determined to bring to 
bear whatever strength they can rally to secure the re- 
peal of this legislation in those eighteen States, and also by 
appropriate constitutional means to secure a reconsideration 
by the Supreme Court. 

In addition, we cited the pending legislation before Con- 
gress for the appropriation of about $400,000,000 annually 
to the States in aid of public education. Two bills had been 
introduced. One of these provided that Catholic parochial 
schools should enjoy parity with public schools in the dis- 
tribution of this money raised by the taxation of all citi- 
zens. It has been estimated that the Catholic church would 
receive, under this proposal, $50,000,000 or $60,000,000 
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annually for the support of its parochial schools. This bill 
died in committee. The Catholic church favored and worked 
for this legislation. Protestants and Other Americans 
United hold that it would be a definite breach of the Con- 
stitution to tax all citizens to support church schools. 


The Taft Bill 


However, another bill is before Congress dealing with 
this same matter, the so-called Taft bill (S472). This has 
been reported out of committee. In addition to the appro- 
priation of funds for public education, it provides a way 
for Congress to evade its responsibility for deciding whether 
non-public schools shall share in the distribution of such 
funds. It proposes to let each State decide for itself. Prot- 
estants and Other Americans United are opposed to such 
an abdication of responsibility by Congress, because such 
an act would be, in effect, an invitation to all States to 
violate the mandate of the First Amendment. We hold 
that the Taft bill should be amended by striking out this 
rider, so that Congress may face the clean-cut question 
of Federal aid to education without entanglement in this 
complicating issue. 

The hierarchy, in whose name your organization speaks 


officially, has not denied that it both inspires and supports - 


this legislation. Nor has it denied that in one form or 
another it hopes eventually to shift the entire support of 
its parochial schools upon the public treasury. If it can- 
not now get the whole loaf of an outright division of tax 
funds between its church schools and the public schools, it 
will take the half loaf which the Taft bill in its present 
form:enables the States to give. 

These are samples of the evidence upon which our Mani- 
festo based its assertion that the hierachy is engaged in 
activities subversive of the Constitution. You do not deal 
with this evidence, but resort to repeated declamations of 
the hierarchy’s abstract loyalty to the Constitution. 


New Mexico and North Dakota 


We can cite other evidence, much of it similar to that 
presented by North College Hill in the archdiocese of Cin- 
cinnati. We might have directed attention to the State 
of New Mexico where schools in more than twenty dis- 
tricts, listed in official records of the Catholic church as 
parochial schools, are entirely supported by public taxa- 
tion. One hundred and thirty-five nuns and brothers and 
one priest are on the public payrolls of the State as 
teachers in the public schools. Their combined contracts 
call for an annual salary expenditure of $375,657. In one 
county alone, thirty-one brothers and sisters teach in the 
public schools and their salaries are paid directly to their 
religious orders in a combined check, instead of a separate 
check to each teacher. Few directives are given by the 
State or County Boards of Education unless approved by 
the Archbishop of Santa Fe. 

We might have cited the State of North Dakota where 
seventy-four nuns, wearing their distinctive garb, are em- 
ployed as teachers in public schools and are inculcating 
Roman Catholic doctrines and attitudes in violation of 
separation of church and state. Such violations are more 
widespread than is generally known. Recently, systema- 
tic investigations have been made in many cities in various 
parts of the nation by qualified experts whose, reports re- 
veal conditions no less shocking than those referred to 
above. If the hierarchy is to debate the real issue, these 
are samples of the subjects that should be discussed. Prot- 
estants and Other Americans United declare that practices 
such as these are clear violations of the Constitution and 
a preview of the conditions that would obtain throughout 
America if Congress, legislatures and the courts concede 
the claims of the church in the field of education. You do 
not meet this issue by merely swearing that the hierarchy 
is loyal to the Constitution. 


Possibility of Intolerance 


Your pronouncement deplores discussion of these mat- 
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ters. It says that our resistance to the political activities 
of the hierarchy is “bound to arouse intolerance, suspicion, 
hatred, and conflict between religious groups.” We admit 
this as a possibility, and would profoundly deplore it. Three 
things, however, need to be said. First, a timid shrinking 
from controversy is precisely the state of mind which the 
Roman church would like to create in Protestants and all 
other non-Roman citizens. Obviously, it would leave the 
way open for the church to get what it wants from the 
law makers and law administrators of the nation who 
would thus be left unaware of any resistance to its de- 
mands. , 

Second, if dissension arises in such form as to be de- 
plorable, the responsibility for it will rest, not upon the 
resistance of Protestants and Other Americans United, but 
upon the Roman church whose aggressions are the occasion 
of the dissension, and upon the political authorities who 
yield to them. 

And third, if Protestants and other citizens do not now 
resist. these aggressions, they will wake up to resist them 
when it is too late to resist them calmly. Your pronounce- 
ment refers to the solemn word addressed by our Manifesto 
to members of Congress and legislatures warning them that 
they are playing with fire by yielding to the demands of 
the Catholic church for tax support of church schools. This 
same warning should also be addressed to the Roman hier- 
archy. It, too, is playing with fire. Only one-sixth of 
the American people are Roman Catholic. It is incredible 
that the preponderant five-sixths will passively consent to 
be taxed for the support of a religion which they do not 
profess, and in defiance of the Constitution which guar- 
antees them against such an invasion of their religious 
liberty. There may be a degree of lethargy among the 
five-sixths now, but if and when they face an accomplished 
fact, there will be a “controversy” from which resentment 
and intolerance can hardly be kept out. 

Protestants and Other Americans United intend, if pos- 
sible, to preclude the development of such a situation in 
which passion, fanaticism and hatred will be unleashed. 
Your concluding paragraph in which you associate our un- 
dertaking with ‘‘Know-nothing-ism,” ‘“‘APA-ism” and “Ku- 
Klux-ism,”’ is one of the very few overtly insulting refer- 
ences in your pronouncement. Your acquaintance with the 
high-minded and distinguished personnel in the leadership 
of POAU, should have inhibited such a charge. These 


Protestants and other American leaders are out to prevent © 


the emergence of such wierd and passionate forms of oppo- 
sition to your church as those with which you classify their 
undertaking. They propose to get this issue settled by 
reason and the democratic process before the spirit of fa- 
naticism arises again. If it is not settled in accordance 
with the American ideal of separation of church and state, 
if the Catholic church persists in its claims for a union of 
church and state at the public treasury, and if Congress 
and legislatures yield to these claims, it requires no major 
prophet to foretell the consequences. 


Are Catholics Unassimilable Aliens? 


The pronouncement charges that Protestants and Other 
Americans United ‘“‘brand Catholics as aliens in America 
who will not and cannot be assimilated.” This charge is 
based upon a quotation from our Manifesto as follows: ‘‘A 
powerful church, unaccustomed in its own history and tra- 
dition to the American ideal of separation of church and 
state . . . and committing itself in authoritative declara- 
tions and by positive acts to a policy plainly subversive of 
religious liberty as guaranteed by the Constitution . 
holds and maintains a theory of the relation of church 
and state which is incompatible with the American ideal.” 
This, you say, brands Catholics as “aliens in America.” 

To this we reply: It does not; and yet it does. First, 
it does not. All the rights of citizenship belong as fully 
and freely to Catholics as to any other citizens. Our gov- 
ernment accords to their church all the rights which a 
Protestant or any other church enjoys. Our Constitution 
and our public opinion erect no barriers and exercise no 
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discrimination against the Roman Catholic church. The 
Statue of Liberty is a symbol of our national welcome to 
all faiths. Catholics are not aliens; they belong to the 
one great family that is America. Gradually, ties of friend- 
ship and of cooperation in social and civic concerns are be- 
ing fashioned. In this process of integration and assimila- 
tion all the signers of our Manifesto have always taken an 
active and earnest part. They would go much further in 
such fellowship if Catholic response were more cordial, 
open and uninhibited. 


But in the context of the issue we are now discussing, it 
is true to say that the Catholic church is “alien” to the 
American ideal of separation of church and state. Its 
ecclesiastical organization embodies a principle of abso- 
lutism and authoritarianism that is conceptually incom- 
patible with the ideal of American democracy. In none of 
the many lands where it has been the dominant religion 
has it endeavored to bring about the separation of church 
and state. On the contrary, in all such lands it jealously 
guards its integration with the state. In such precarious 
“democracies” as the Latin American republic where it has 
lost a certain degree of its earlier power, the church 
works persistently for the restoration of its former position. 
For more than a thousand years it has maintained a theo- 
logical theory of the relation of church and state which is 
incompatible with the American ideal of their separation. 
That theory is maintained today by authoritative scholars 
and prelates in American Catholicism. 


A Disingenuous Denial 


This is not the place to document these assertions, but 
we are prepared to do so if the occasion requires. What 
concerns us now is your disingenuous denial of the state- 
ment quoted from our Manifesto. You say: ‘‘We deny 
absolutely and without any qualification that the Catholic 
bishops of the United States are seeking a union of church 
and state by any endeavors whatsoever, either proximate 
or remote. If tomorrow Catholics constituted a majority 
in our country, they would not seek a union of church and 
state. They would then as now uphold the Constitution 
and its amendments, recognizing the moral obligation im- 
posed on all Catholics to observe and defend the Con- 
stitution and its amendments.” 

We find it difficult to accept this degial as other than 
disingenuous. This is because of the nature of the Con- 
stitution which you declare Catholics will always faith- 
fully uphold. The Constitution itself provides both for its 
amendment and its interpretation. The Catholic church 
is now vigorously engaged in securing interpretations of 
the Constitution favorable to its union with the state in 
certain areas. If “tomorrow” the church should possess 
the power, and had not meantime secured interpretations 
fully satisfying its demands, it could, and surely would, 
secure an amendment entirely repealing the separation of 
church and state as provided by the First Amendment. In 
doing so, it could still affirm its loyalty to the Constitu- 
tion! 

Your statement is therefore hollow, and is manifestly 
misleading. It does not touch the issue with which our 
Manifesto deals. You say that the hierarchy does not want 
union of church and state. But its actions dispute its words. 
It at least wants union of church and state at the public 
treasury, and it is working with great energy to secure 
such a union. Your denial cannot cover up this fact. 


This Is a Political Issue 


The Roman Catholic hierarchy has entered the political 
arena to secure for its church a union with the state at the 
public treasury. Protestants and Other Americans United 
have accepted the hierarchy’s challenge. The situation thus 
resolves itself into a political contest. The issue is not a 
religious one, in the sense that religious differences are 
involved. It is a political issue. We propose to acquaint 
School boards, legislatures, Congress and the courts with 
the fact that five-sixths of our country’s citizens claim their 
constitutional right not to be taxed to support any church 
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whose religion they do not profess, or to support their own 
religion. 

Whether this contest can be kept within the bounds 
of reason and the proprieties of the democratic process will 
depend primarily upon the manner in which the Catholic 
church conducts its political campaign. But if government 
authorities—Federal, State, local—continue to yield to the 
pressure of the Roman church for a union of their church 
with the state at the public treasury, serious consequences 
in public feeling will surely ensue. The American people 
still cherish the religious liberty guaranteed by the con- 
stitutional separation of church and state. They will not 
allow it to be taken from them without resistance. 

PROTESTANTS AND OTHER AMERICANS 
UNITED FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH 
AND STATE. 


American Tradition 


By JOHN FOSTER DULLES 


HERE MAY COME A TIME in the life of any great 
people when their work of creation ends. Some day 
that hour may strike for us. But surely that time 

has not come now. Essentially we are still vital and 
capable of great endeavor. Our youth are not soft or fear- 
ful of peril; they crave adventure. Our tradition and our 
heritage are not forgotten. No forces that we:cannot mas- 
ter compel our national decadence. There is danger only 
if we fail to diagnose our case aright. 

We have had to meet the severest test that can come to 
a people, that is, the test of prosperity. 

It was said by Christ that material things would be 
added unto those who seek first the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness. But when that happens, then comes the 
great trial. For, as Christ warned, those material things 
can readily become the rust that corrodes men’s souls. 

Thus there is a familiar pattern. Men who feel a sense 
of duty to some higher Being, strive here to do his will. 
Because of their faith, they have power and virtue and 
simple wisdom. They build not only for the day, but for 
the morrow; not merely for themselves, but for mankind. 
A society so founded will, when nature favors, produce 
wealth and luxury for many. When those by-products 
come, they seem so good that they become promoted to be 
the all-sufficient end. Men are drdwn away from long- 
range creative effort. They struggle to get and to hold 
material things. 

When that happens in a national group, that nation 
loses its soul. That is what has threatened us. 

Fortunately the antidote is simple and we know it well— 
it is those Christian ideals which inspired our founders. 
Fortunately, too, they are in good supply. 

There exists in our country today relatively as much 
Christianity as has ever existed. The ratio of believers to 
non-believers, of church attendants to non-attendants, is 
greater now than in the early years. The United States, 
in that sense, is as much a Christian nation as it ever was. 
But it may be that our forebears who were Christians saw 
more clearly that Christian doctrines were relevant to their 
acts as citizens and to the life and conduct of their na- 
tion. In recent years some Christians have acted as 
though, for the life of the State, the most important gui- 
dance was to be found in tables for the addition and sub- 
traction of material things. 

The churches themselves now see how perilous it would 
be if there were a great gap between Christian faith and 
the life of the Christian as citizen. They have aroused 
themselves to prevent that gap. The quick recurrence of 
world war shattered the illusions of World War I that, 
in some way, victory would automatically assure peace and 
justice. Now we know that just and durable peace can 
come only out of good and that war is too much evil to 
be itself the source of peace. So, internationally and na- 
tionally, the churches have organized themselves to put 
the impress of Christian thinking upon the life of nations. 
That effort is already showing positive results. 











Presbyterian 
Outlook 


Established 1819 
AUBREY N, BROWN 
Editor 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Co-Editor 
J. 8. BROWN 
Business Manager 


Associate Editors 
J. M. Alexander J. A. MacLean, Jr. 
Wm. Crowe, Jr. Russell C. Stroup 
K. J. Foreman Holmes Rolston 
3. H. Marion, Jr. J.N. Thomas 
Mrs. Alexander Maitland 


Contributing Editors 


Wallace M. Alston Charles L. King 

H. Ray Anderson Laurence F. Kinney 

Jesse H. Baird Albert Kissling 

J. Blanton Belk Julian Price Love 

Marion A. Boggs Wilbur LaRoe, Jr. 

J. 8S. Bonnell I’. L. MeCluer 

Wm. M. |Boyce R. J. McMullen 

Frank H. Caldwell P.D. Miller 

McAlister Carson J.J. Murray 

8S. A. Cartledge C. Ellis Nelson 

J. Harry Cotton Dunbar H. Ogden 

J.R.Cunningham' Stuart R. Oglesby 

Mrs. Andrew Dale’ £E. B. Paisley 

Cc. Grier Davis S. J. Patterson, Jr. 

D. H. Edington Frank W. Price 

W. M. Elliott, Jr. W. E. Price 

R. A. Farnsworth J. A. Redhead, Jr. 

B. Frank: Hall Lewis J. Sherrill 

Mrs. E. F. Horine Henry Louis Smith 

Karl G. Hudson George Summey 

flion T. Jones Graves H. Thompson 
Charles J. Turck 


Continuing 
The Missionary (1819) 
The Georgia Reporter (1826) 

The Charleston Observer (1827) 
Watchman of the South (1837) 
The Southern Presbyterian (1847) 

The N. C. Presbyterian (1858) 
The Southwestern | eee gg: (1869) 
The Texas Presbyterian (189 
The Presbyterian of the South (1909) 


Subscription—$4.00 a year. 
Editorial and Business Offices 
403 East Franklin Street 
Dial 2-9492. Richmond 19, Virginia 











EDITORIAL 


What to Do in Weekday 

Religious Education? 

What shall state and local councils of 
churches and other religious groups 
working in cooperation with the public 
schools in week-day religious education 
do in view of the Supreme Court de- 
cision? This question, sometimes with 
extreme urgency, is being confronted in 
more than 3,000 communities in our na- 
tion. 

Many are waiting for the full text of 
the decision to be made available, That 
will help but it will not solve the prob- 
lem, for the men who know the text 
best, the Supreme Court justices, dis- 
agree as to how far it goes. For ex- 
ample, Mr. Reed, the bnly one who voted 
against the majority opinion, says the 
decision throws into doubt all forms of 
religious instruction connected in any 
way with school systems. Mr. Frank- 
furter, supported by Justices Rutledge, 
Burton and Jackson, pointedly noted 
that the court in this decision was not 
ruling generally on all programs in- 
volving ‘‘released-time”’ for religious in- 
struction. Some systems, he said, might 
not withstand “the test’? of the Con- 
stitution, while others would. Mr. Jack- 
son, in a separate opinion, declared that 
he joined the majority with reserva- 
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tions, and he insisted that the decision, 
because its language is so general, 
would even make difficult the teaching 
of the liberal arts. Said he: ‘Music 
without sacred music, architecture 
minus the cathedral or paintings with- 
out the scriptural themes would be ec- 
centric and incomplete.’”’ He is probably 
correct in his prophesy that this decision 
will open the gates to a flood of litiga- 
tion on this subject. 

So, the full text does not answer all 
the questions. 

The decision seems to make clear only 
this: That a tax-established and tax- 
supported public school system cannot 
be utilized to aid any or all religious 
groups or sects to spread their faith. 
Remember that the Champaign situa- 
tion was a joint effort by Protestants, 
Catholics and Jews. 

The decision also rules against the 
schools’ assisting the churches in pro- 
viding pupils for their classes. It says: 
“[In the Champaign situation] the state 
also affords sectarian groups an invalu- 
able aid in that it helps to provide pupils 
for their religious classes through use 
of the state’s compulsory public school 
machinery. This is not separation of 
church and state.” At this point there 
is already a wide difference of opinion 
as to whether the ruling allows released- 
time instruction, with pupils leaving 
school for a specified time for instruc- 
tion in nearby churches. 

In view of the expressions of five of 
the justices who indicate that they are 
not agreed as to the scope of the de- 
cision, it would seem the part of wisdom 
to continue any local effort in week-day 
instruction where it is now being car- 
ried on just as it has been, until the 


whole situation can be thoroughly clari-, 


fied by judicial process, or until specific 
practices are shown to be unmistakeably 
covered by the ruling of the high court. 

If this decision goes as far as Mr. 
Reed and Mr. Jackson suggest, then it 
is even more serious than simply the ex- 
clusion of classes in religion from our 
schools. On that point we shall make 
our comments later. Meanwhile, we 
shall be glad to learn what adjustments 
or future plans are being made in vari- 
ous communities relating to this situa- 
tion. 


Inspiring Stories of Progress 


We do not see how anyone can fail 
to be inspired and challenged by the re- 
perts which we are carrying this week 
on pages 10 and i111, telling of great 
achievements by various congregations 
as they have faced Program of Progress 
opportunities. Two impressions come 
with unusual force. 

One of these is the example of 
churches whose officers and people de- 
cided that assigned quotas were not 
iarge enough and boosted theirs to twa 
and three times what had been asked. 
They know that the best we can do is 
not too good in face of today’s un- 
matched opportunities. 

The second tug at us comes from 
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those congregations which because of 
their own programs or long-over-due 
needs might have been excused from 
measuring up to full quotas, although 
it is our understanding that local situa- 
tions are always taken into account 
when any kind of campaign quotas are 
assigned. Churches, though, like those 
in Gaffney, S. C. and Decatur, Ga., with 
growing demands and with expanding 
local programs, amazed themselves by 
the power which was generated when 
they went all-out for the churchwide 
program. They were amazed and yet 
they knew all along, as we all do, that 
the surest way to lift a congregation 
out of itself and equip it to meet its own 
problems is to give it a partnership in 
undertakings bigger than its own. 
There is probably no phase of the pres- 
ent effort that needs more underscoring 
than this one. Suppose all others did 
as we are doing? 

Read these testimonials from churches 
scattered over our Assembly and take 
heart. 


Shall We Face Facts? 


Almost all of pages 5-7 is taken up 
with the open letter to the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference by the 
officers of Protestants and Other Ameri- 
cans United for the Separation of 
Church and State. We are aware that 
some people do not like to have so much 
discussion of this problem. They much 
prefer to move along as though the situ- 
ations described in the open letter did 
not exist. We feel, however, that we 
have an obligation to provide the facts 
in the case, particularly since few news- 
papers gave adequate or accurate re- 
ports of the letter. 


On the day the communication was 
released morning papers carried their 
reports. By the time afternoon papers 
were on the street the reply of an offi- 
cial of the NCWC was being featured 
without comprehensive treatment of the 
letter itself. We are not suggesting that 
this was planned; it was simply playing 
up the latest news angle, but it did not 
help readers to get the facts. The 
NCWC spokesman, in reply, never really 
came to grips with the issues which 
were raised. Perhaps he couldn’t. The 
NCWC news release on this subject be- 
came the report which was carried in 
Roman Catholic papers. The way in 
which the specific facts presented by 
POAU leaders were omitted from this 
release and from these newspapers sug- 
gests that Catholic leaders do not want 
their people to have a chance to see 
the facts. 

We think our people, exercising the 
finest possible spirit and with an abun- 
dance of charity, ought to concern 
themselves with this threat to our tradi- 
tional American way of life. Simply to 
refuse to face the facts in one situation 
after another will not be a service to any 
cause except those causes which would 
turn us into paths along which we do 
not wish to go. 
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The Preacher Never Mentioned Money 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“As touching the ministering to the 
saints, it is superfluous for me to write 
to you.’’—II Corinthians 9:1, KJV. 


HE MOST FAMOUS paragraphs 
T ever written on the subject of the 

Christian and his money, never 
mention money at all, L. §. Thornton, 
in “The Common Life in the Body of 
Christ,” (p. 27) has drawn attention to 
the fact that Paul, when writing to the 
Corinthians about the offering for the 
relief of Jerusalem Christians, although 
he was speaking directly about money, 
does not use that word. Instead, he 
uses a bright galaxy of other words 
which in other connections have little or 
nothing to do with money. (II Cor. 8 
and 9.) 

One of these words is ‘‘charis,”’ 
“grace.” It is John’s word to char- 
acterize the inner meaning of Jesus 
(John 1:17); it is Luke’s word to de- 
scribe the relation of God to the child 
Jesus (Lk. 2:40); it is Paul’s word for 
the free love of God toward his children. 
We meet it in his benedictions again and 
again—‘‘the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.’” When a Christian gives as he 
should, it is something quite different 
from a commercial transfer of cash. 
The money is there, but it becomes as it 
were sacramental, it is the outward sign 
of an inward grace, and it is not quite 
Christian giving unless the grace is 
there, suggesting and supporting the 
gift. 

Another word is “koinonia,’” which 
elsewhere is translated ‘‘communion” 
and “fellowship.” It is the word used 
in Acts to describe the relation of the 
early Christians to one another; it is 
Paul’s word not only for the relationship 
of Christians, but of himself to the 
crucified Christ—‘‘that I may know . . 
the fellowship of his sufferings’ (Phil. 
3:10). In the RSV English of II Cor. 
8:4 it appears as ‘“‘taking part,’’ that is, 
having a share, doing something in part- 
nership with others. Is Paul thinking 
that giver and receiver are in a kind of 
partnership? Is he saying that giving 
is an expression of fellowship? Is he 
putting all Christian givers together in 
a kind of fraternity of the generous? 
Probably both. But again money is not 
the main thing, it is an expression of the 
main thing. The giving of the money 
is the outward sign that the fellowship 
is real. Where there is no fellowship, 
giving is a chore, it feels almost like 
losing the money. But where there is 
fellowship, giving becomes perfectly 
natural. What is resented without fel- 
lowship is welcomed with it. 

A third word is “diakonia,’” which is 
translated “ministering” in the KJV of 
II Cor. 8:4 and 9:1; RSV translates it 
“relief” and “offering.’”’ Paul lists it 
in Romans 12 as a special kind of Chris- 


tian activity, on a par with preaching 
and teaching. Our word “deacon” 
comes from it. The service of Stephen 
and his committee (Acts 6) is described 
by this word. It is used in the New 
Testament to describe, in general, any 
sort of specific Christian work for the 
help of the poor, the friendless, of 
widows, and so on. True Christian giv- 
ing is not impertinence, it is not giving 
for the giver’s sake or for the giving’s 
sake, It is not done (as in the Moham- 
medan er Hindu world) in order to ac- 
quire merit for oneself. It must render 
some real service to someone in real 
need, or it has missed the mark. 

Another of Paul’s words here is 
‘“leitourgia,’’ which is the original of 
our word “liturgy” and _ ordinarily 
means what we would call carrying on 
a church service. (II Cor. 9:12—“‘‘serv- 
ice’ in KJV and RSV.) In Luke 1:23 
it refers to Zechariah’s temple duties; 
in Heb. 9:21 it refers to the worship 
in the ancient tabernacle, and in Heb. 
8:6 to the duties of the priesthood. 
Paul uses it both here and in Phil. 2:17, 
30 to mean the service which one Chris- 
tian can render another. A Romanist 
priest will speak with enthusiasm of 
“liturgically correct” gestures. Is it not 
more Biblical and more Christian to 
think of the true “liturgy’’ as Paul does, 
something done in Christ’s name, for 
our fellow-man? The only liturgically 
correct gesture, Paul might say, is the 
outstretched hand. 

One other word is ‘‘eulogia,’’? which 
eleven times in the New Testament is 
translated ‘‘blessing’’ and only here 
(9:5) “gift” or “willing gift” (‘“‘bounty” 
in KJV). It is contrasted with 
“pleonexia” or ‘‘money wrung out of 
you” as Moffatt translates it. The 
Christian’s money, selfishly used, is like 
any other money. His money dedicated 
in the service of the fellowship of Christ 
becomes a benediction. 


WO CHAPTERS on money and not 
one mention of it by name! Two 
chapters (some scholars’ think 

there were even two separate letters 
originally) on the every-member can- 
vass and not a word about money. Was 
Paul afraid of the ugly word? Not 
likely; he did not shrink from short and 
ugly words when he had need of them. 
Was Paul trying to sugar-coat unpleas- 
ant realities? By no means; no one 
could look reality in the face more fairly 
than he. Why then all this beating 
around the bush? 

The truth is that he was not beating 
around the bush at all. As Thornton 
and many other students of Paul have 
observed, one of his greatest traits was 
his ability to look at the seen in the 
light of the unseen, his gift for seeing 
everything in the liglit of the faith and 


life that is in Christ. Paul’s inspired 
words show us, once for all, that a 
Christian’s giving of money is not a 
simple matter of passing coins or a 
check. By itself indeed it may be noth- 
ing or less than nothing (I Cor. 13). 
But as an expression of Christian love, 
as a symptom and sign of a life which 
is inwardly one with Christ and his 
cause and his church, the giving of 
money will be truly a grace, a com- 
munion, a service, a true worship, and 
a benediction. 





We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 








17. JAMES ROSS McCAIN 

Classified as an “Affiliated Presby- 
terian College,’’ Agnes Scott College at 
Decatur, Ga., is recognized as one of the 
great four-year, fully-accredited colleges 
for women in the South. Much of the 
credit for its high standing and strong 
financial position is due its president, 
Dr. James Ross McCain. 

With an ancestry that dates back on 
both sides through the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church to the 
Scottish Reformation, Dr. McCain re- 
mained an A. R. P. until he joined the 
First Presbyterian Church (US) of 
Rome, Ga. as a young man 25 years of 
age. For almost 33 years now he has 
been a member of the Decatur Presby- 
terian Church where his service as a 
ruling elder has been a joy and an in- 
spiration to each succeeding pastor 
who has served the church during that 
time. Being just a good Presbyterian, 
and because of his Psalm-singing A. R. 
P. background, Dr. McCain was a mem- 
ber of the committee of the General As- 
sembly which drew up a proposed plan 
of union between the Associate Re- 
formed and the Presbyterian Church, 
US. He was on the committee, also, 
which worked on a plan of union be- 
tween the United Presbyterian and 
Southern Presbyterian churches. 

At present, Dr. McCain is serving as 
chairman of the Assembly’s Steward- 
ship Committee; he is a member of the 
Assembly’s Committee on Co-operation 
and Union; a member of the Committee 
on War Relief; and he is a member of 
the Committee on Comity with the As- 
sociate Reformed Church. 

It is the leadership of such men as 
J. R. McCain among the laity of the 
church that makes many bold to believe 
that the South will hold its own in the 
councils of the re-united church, and 
that the threat of absorption or being 
“swallowed up” holds no basis for fear 
for anyone. 

Fortunate is the person who has de- 
veloped the self-control to steer a 
straight course toward his objective in 
life, without being swayed from his pur- 
pose by either commendation or con- 
demnation.—NAPOLEON HILL. 
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Program of Progress Makes Its 
Advances On Many Fronts 


Put on your list of churches which 
have raised the entire sum for Foreign 
Missions as asked by the Program of 
Progress, the First church of Rock 
Hill, 8. C. (751 members). We had a 
glorious Foreign Mission season: Our 
quota for the five-year period as set by 
Bethel Presbytery was $6,826. Our self- 
denial offering amounted to $8,912, ex- 
ceeding our quota by more than $2,000. 

One of our members said, “Never 
have I seen such enthusiasm for such 
a thing as this.’’ 

H. DOCKERY BROWN, JR. 
Rock Hill, S. C. 


Five-Year Quota Raised 

The Easley church (234 members) 
has raised its full five-year quota for 
Foreign Missions—$2,279, plus the 
regular budget asking, $850, for a to- 
tal of $3,129. 

I. M. BAGNAL. 

Easley, S. C. 


Murfreesboro Is In 
You may add the name of the First 
church, Murfreesboro, Tenn., (473 
members) to those having raised the 
full five-year quota for Foreign Mis- 
sions. Our normal asking for For- 


eign Missions this year was $1,388, 
with about $800 of this amount pro- 
vided through the budgets, leaving 
$600 to be raised outside. Our Pro 
gram of Progress quota was $2,800. 
Our special offering amounted to $1,- 
170—the highest amount given by this 
church in a special FM offering in many 
years. The remainder has been added 
out of certain emergency funds on hand. 
RALPH M. LLEWELLYN. 
Murfreesboro, Tenn. 


“You Can Count on West Nashville” 

We have exceeded our quota 
for Rally Day, reached our quota for 
Home Missions and raised the extra 
amount asked by our presbytery and 
synod home missions special, and 
gathered in what I think will be the 
largest amount in our history for the 
Thanksgiving offering for Monroe Hard- 
ing Children’s Home and the Christ- 
mas Joy Gift. We have placed in the 
hands of the treasurer of Foreign Mis- 
sions, Mr. Hearn, interest-bearing notes 
which insure the raising of our alloca- 
tion for Foreign missions for the five- 
year term: $1,529. This is in addition 
to our special prayer and self-denial of- 
fering for Foreign Missions in Febru- 
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ary. Our people are enthusiastic about 
the Program of Progress. Our prayer 
meetings and study periods are well-at- 
tended and participated in. Our pro- 
spectus for the year includes at least 
one new chapel and taking our full 
share in the War Relief responsibility 
at Easter. You can count on West 
Nashville (204 members). 

Nashville, Tenn. JAMES R. COX. 


Quota Was Too Small 

First church, Spartanburg, S. C. 
(1,718 members), decided its assigned 
Program of Progress quota -was too 
small. It was $26,857, with Foreign 
Missions at $13,836. As of February 
18 pledges of $36,784 had been re- 
ceived, of which $26,760 was in cash. 

JAMES McCUTCHEON. 

Spartanburg, S. C. 

Local Needs Were No Handicap 

The Limestone church (260 mem- 
bers) supports four chapels, two of 
them being opened last year. A chapel 
costing $3,500 has been erected and 
paid for and another chapel, to cost at 
least $8,000 is being erected in another 
part of town. Partial support for the 
chapel minister comes from this church 
also. Within the past year and a half 
this church has requested the support 
of two foreign missionaries. . . . These 
new objectives, all assumed within the 
last year and a half, have been given 
the right of way over a building pro- 
gram for the home church which needs 
improvements for its sanctuary and 
more room for its Sunday school. So, 
when the Program of Progress and the 
Presbyterian College campaign both 
loomed on the horizon, it would have 
been easy to point to the new benevo- 
lence obligations and asked to be ex- 
cused in order to push on to a build- 
ing program. But the Limestone church 
thought differently. . . A committee 
of nine men, appointed by the Session, 
determined not only to seek the full 
quotas, but also to secure the whole 
amount in gifts and pledges at once. 

. . By the following Sunday they had 
$5,047. Other gifts and pledges will 


send the amount beyond $7,500. Our 


five-year quota was $5,540. . 
HUGH C. HAMILTON. 
Limestone church, Gaffney, S. C. 


Over-the-Top In Two Churches 
Something has happened in our 
church (492 members) that has made 
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me tremendously happy. Our 
church has raised in full its Foreign 
Missions quota of $3,424. . AES 
joint meeting of elders and deacons it 
was decided to go all-out for this drive. 

. The officers were enthusiastic 
about it, and the result was that yester- 
day we could announce the whole 
amount had been subscribed. . . On 
a later Sunday I went out to one of our 
country churches which is without a 
pastor and that night the congregation 
raised its entire quota of $338. Both 
churches are now going to tackle the 
rest of the Program. 

WALTER L. BROWN. 

Mexico, Mo. 


Uncertainty Turned to Enthusiasm 


When the matter of raising our For- 
eign Mission goal of $12,800 in the Pro- 
gram of.Progress was presented to the 
Session of the Decatur church (1,725 
members), there was a good deal of un- 
certainty as to whether or not this could 
be raised in our congregation. We are 
in dire need of a remodeling program 
in our church which will cost approxi- 
mately $200,000. After a good deal of 
discussion, the Session finally agreed 
that we would go ahead and make an 
attempt to raise this goal over a three- 
year period through cash and pledges, 
but only a few were optimistic about 
this venture. Dr. C. E. Cunningham, 
one of our elders, took over the leader- 
ship in an enthusiastic manner. . 
Plans were made. Individual solicita- 
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tion of small groups was followed by 
presentation to the entire congregation. 
When all the cards were in, we found 
that we had raised a total of $21,600 
in cash and pledges. We came out of 
the campaign with this feeling, that 
wherever it is presented to a congrega- 
tion with faith and with enthusiasm, 
the results will be practically the same. 


S. HUGH BRADLEY. 
Decatur, Ga. 


When They Are Challenged 


. I pushed aside my sermon for 
yesterday and poured out my heart in 
behalf of Foreign Missions. . . After 
I had finished I turned the congrega- 
tion over to the deacons. The chairman 
simply told the people what they ought 
to do, and do now, to meet our quota 
of $5,000. Checks were passed out. 
The people were given time to make 
their offering; then the plates were 
passed and the offering was brought 
forward for consecration. When it was 
counted there was $6,400 and more is 
coming in. I have never seen happier 
people in my life. It is the old, old 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational institution distinctive in 
Christian ideals. Presbyterian. Founded 
1856. Fully accredited academic work 
first two years of college. Outstanding 
departments In music and business. Ap- 
proved for veterans. Residence for wo- 
men and sirgle men. Liberal scholarships. 
Moderate -vtes. Catalog P. 

John Montgomery, Pres., Statesville, N. C, 


* $1,550. 


story that people can do and are happy 
to do when they are challenged. (722 
members.) 


Ss. C. GUTHRIE. 
Kilgore, Texas. 


Cash, No Pledges 


The five-year goal for Foreign Mis- 
sions in our church (165 members) was 
Cash in hand, with no pledges 
taken, at the present time amounts to 
$1,583. 

J. SHERRARD RICE. 
Beverly Hills church, 
Huntington, W. Va. 





Eleven Months’ Receipts by 
Agencies Show Continued Gains 


Eleven months’ benevolence receipts 
by five of the General Assembly’s 
agencies are reported as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville) $899,- 
250; increase over last year, $30,077. 
In addition, receipts from the Program 
of Progress to date are $141,482. 

Home Missions (Atlanta) $322,094; 
increase, $21,335. From the Program 
of Progress, $179,970. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville) $312,924; increase, 
$14,308. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond) $183,322; increase, $51,- 
371. 

Assembly’s Training School 
mond) $32,586; increase, $3,408. 


(Rich- 
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RADIO 


Easter Season Radio Attractions 

Among the network radio programs 
with Easter emphases will be the fol- 
lowing: 





March 21 
ABC: “The Greatest Story Ever 
Told.” ‘The Betrayal and Crucifixion.” 
6:30 PM, EST. 
ABC: National Vespers: “Palm 
Branches and a Cross,’’ John Sutherland 
Bonnell, 1:30 PM, EST. 


March 28 

CBS: Moravian Service from Winston- 
Salem, N. C., 6:00 AM, EST. 

NBC: Radio City Music Hall Easter 
dawn service, New York. Robert James 
McCracken, pastor of Riverside church, 
New York, will speak; 7:30 AM, EST. 

ABC: Washington Cathedral, 7:30 
AM, EST. 

CBS: Garden of the Gods sunrise 
service, Colorado Springs, Colo., 8:30 
AM, EST. 

ABC: Hollywood Bowl, 9:30 AM, 
EST. 

ABC: National Vespers: ‘Trium- 
phant Easter Faith,’ Dr. Bonnell, 1:30 
PM, EST. 


BELHAVEN 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 


STRESSING— 


Character 
Culture 
Sound Scholarship 
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OBS: “The Son of Man,” Archibald 
MacLeish’s Passion Play for radio, given 
for the first time last Easter; 1:30-2:30 
PM, EST. 

ABC: “Greatest Story Ever Told.” 
“The Resurrection.” 6:30 PM, EST. 

ABC: Detroit Symphony in _ three 
chorales, 7:00 PM, EST. 


MINISTERIAL 





MENTION 


Edwin P. Elliott, Lawrenceville, Va., 
has accepted a call to the pastorate of 
the Providence Forge-Bethany churches 
in New Kent and Charles City counties, 
Va. After April 1 his address will be 
Roxbury, Va. e 

Julian T. Owen, Hedgesville, W. Va., 
has accepted calls to the Springfield and 
Roller churches, Sykesville, Md., effec- 
tive April 1. 





MISSIONARIES 

Frank W. Price and Mrs. Price will 
be in San Francisco after March 25. 
They expect to sail for China on the §. S. 
General Gordon on April 2. Their tem- 
porary address in China will be care the 
Associated Mission Treasurers, 169 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 

James Cogswell and Mrs. Cogswell are 
at 3099 Deakin Street, Berkeley, Calif., 
studying in the Far Eastern and Russian 
Language School, preparatory to mis- 
sionary service in Japan. 


BOOK COMING 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Central church, 
Atlanta, has a book on the Spring list 
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Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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of Fleming H. Revell entitled, “A Prac- 
ticing Faith.’”’ The publishers speak of 
the book as ‘‘Sermons which one likes 
to read on Sunday and live with during 
the week.” 


RELIGIOUS EMPHASIS SPEAKER 

Paul K. Buckles, First church, New- 
port News, Va., was this year’s Religious 
Emphasis Week speaker recently at 
King College. 


WEEK FOR MEN 

George K. Davies, president of Tus- 
culum College (USA), led services for 
men only during a recent week in Hot 
Springs, Va. Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Baptists and Episcopalians united in 
this effort. 


LEADS CRUSADE 

F. E. Manning, Lashmeet, W. Va., 
was director of a one-week Youth-for- 
Christ crusade in Matoaka (W. Va.) 
High School in mid-March. 


USA NOMINEE 

Clifford E. Barbour, pastor of the 
Second church (USA), Knoxville, Tenn., 
has been endorsed by his presbytery for 
moderator of the 1948 USA General As- 
sembly. 


LECTURES IN HUNGARY 

Joseph L. Hromadka, dean of the 
John Huss Theological Faculty in 
Charles University, Prague, Czechoslo- 
vakia, and guest professor at Princeton 
Seminary from 1939 to 1947, is making 
a lecture tour of Hungarian Protestant 
theological faculties. The dean of the 
Reformed Seminary in Budapest hailed 
Dr. Hromadka’s visit as marking a new 
epoch of brotherly interrelation between 
the Czechoslovak and Hungarian Prot- 
estant churches. 


DIRECTS EVANGELISM 

John C. Ramsay, Laredo, Texas, now 
engaged in fulltime evangelistic work, 
has had his salary underwritten for a 
period of time and is offering his serv- 
ices free of charge to churches which 
seem to present “challenging opportu- 
nities,’’ their only obligation being their 
care of his entertainment and travel. 
He is now leading a program at the 
First church, DeRidder, La. 





ABOVE THE ROUTINE 


When you are a customer of First 
and Merchants, your particular re- 
quirements are always given care- 
ful consideration. It is that above- 
the-routine service that makes First 
and Merchants a bank somewhat 
different from the ordinary. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Eternal Life 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


FOR MARCH 28 


Colossians $3:1-4, 12-17 


(Scripture Quotations are from the 
Revised Standard Version.) 


Our lesson for this Easter Sunday 
deals not with the fact of the resurrec- 
tion but with its significance for our 
life here on earth. 

The letter from which our text is 
taken was written by Paul during his 
first Roman imprisonment (about 62 
A. D.) to the Christians in the little city 
of Colosse, which was about one hun- 
dred miles east of Ephesus in Asia 
Minor. Paul had never visited Colosse. 
The town had received the gospel, how- 
ever, from the hands of his friend, 
Epaphras, who now brings him word 
that heretical influences are at work in 
the congregation, undermining Paul’s 
influence and corrupting the pure gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Paul thereupon sits 
down and writes this letter, which he 
sends to them by the hands of Tychicus 
(4:7) and Onesimus (4:9). 

In the section assigned for our study 
he deals with the Christian life in the 
light of the resurrection, 


I. The Basis of the Christian Life, 3:1-4 


In a number of passages Paul draws 
a parallel between the life of Christ and 
the life of a believer in Christ. Christ 
died and rose again. So finally will 
every Christian die and rise again. But 
there is a real sense in which he dies 
and lives again in this life. If he really 
believes in Christ, he dies with him to 
sin and rises with him into newness of 
life here below. In the last paragraph 
of chapter 2 Paul tells the Colossians 
what it means to die with Christ in this 
particular sense, applying the truth to 
the situation in Colosse. 

In the present paragraph he deals 
with the converse side. Those who be- 
come Christians share the risen life of 
Christ, and their own life must now take 
a different direction and be ruled by 
their relation to their ascended Lord 
(3:1-2). 

Ifa man has been raised together 
with Christ, that is, if he has a genuine 
saving faith in Christ, sufficient to give 
him a part or a share in Christ’s resur- 
rection; Paul says he will do two things: 
(1) seek the things that are above; and 
(2) set his mind on the things that are 
above. (Note that “affection” in the 
King James Version, vs. 2, should be 
translated ‘‘mind’”’ as the Revised Stand- 
ard Version. 

First, Paul exhorts us to “seek the 
things that are above.” ‘What a man 
seeks,’’ says Snowden, “reveals what he 


is. If we see one man seeking a saloon 
and another man seeking a church we 
know these two men. Everyone is 
drawn by his affinities towards that 
which he is like. We may discern the 
nature of our hearts by looking at those 
things that exert the most powerful pull 
upon us.” 

vhe Christian seeks those things 
which are above, the things approved 
by Christ; not merely those things 
which have temporary value, but also 
those which have eternal value. He 
does not merely desire these things or 
admire them; he seeks them actively, 
energetically, persistently. To bring 
out the full force of the Greek tense, A. 
T. Robertson translates the phrase: 
“Keep on seeking the upward things.”’ 

But this carries with it a second ob- 
ligation: “Set your minds on things 
above.”’ In effect Paul says, You must 
not only seek heaven, you must also 
think heaven. The change involved in 
conversion pervades a man’s whole na- 
ture. “It affects not only his practical 
conduct, but his intellectual conceptions 
also.” (Lightfoot. ) 

Robertson points out that here as in 
the previous verse it should be trans- 
lated: “Keep on thinking the things 
above, not the things upon the earth.” 
Not all the things on earth are sinful. 
But even the things which are good be- 
come harmful if pursued to the exclu- 
sion of and in the place of the things 
above. 

This advice, Y. W. Crafer points out, 
is fully in accord with what modern 
psychology would suggest (cf. Phil. 
4:8). “It is not ascetic rigor (advocated 


by the heretics of Colosse—see, for ex- 


ample, 2:20-23) that will master fleshly 
temptation. It is the expulsive power 
of a new and grand idea which will best 
achieve it.”* We set our minds on the 
things which are above when we set 
them on Christ, when we meditate on 
his Word, when we kneel in prayer, 
when we consider the various phases of 
the good, the true, and the beautiful. 
How else? 

Paul is convinced that his readers 
will seek the things that are above and 
will think the things that are above, be- 
cause (vs. 3) their old life is dead. 
Their new life is hidden indeed from 
the world; nonetheless it is centered, 
like Christ’s own life, in God above. 
When Christ is manifested hereafter, 
then it will be seen that his followers 
share in his life and in his glory (vs. 4). 

What are some of the things above 
that we may seek in the midst of our 


daily routine? What ought to be the 
influence on any individual life of con- 
stantly looking up to and thinking of 
the Lord Jesus Christ? Do we seek the 
things which are above? How? Do we 
set our minds on the things which are 
above? How? Do we do it in the most 
effective way? Should there be a regu- 
lar time and a regular method? What 
effect do our reading, the movies that 
we see, our friends, our work, have on 
these two fundamental Christian ob- 
ligations, 

In 3:1-4 Paul is dealing with the 
foundation of the Christian life. As A. 
T. Robertson puts it: “The baptized 
life means that the Christian is seeking 
heaven and thinking heaven. His feet 
are upon the earth, but his head is with 
the stars. He is living like a citizen of 
heaven here on earth.” r 

In the verses that follow Paul applies 
this doctrine of heavenly mindedness in 
various details, 


II. The Obligations of the Christian 
Life, 3:5-17 


Paul says that if the Christian is seek- 
ing the things that are above and set- 
ting his mind on the things that are 
above, there are some things he will put 
off (or put to death), and there are 
other things he will put on. In general, 
he will put off the old man and put on 
the new man. Or, as we might phrase 
it, he will put off the old nature (the 
old, unregenerated nature) and put on 
the new nature, patterned after that of 
Jesus Christ. 

1. Things to Put Off (3:5-11). This 
section is not included in our present 
lesson, so it will be summarized only 
briefly in order that we may follow the 
line of thought, “Put to death (King 
James version—mortify) therefore what 
is earthly in you.”’ Get rid of them we 
would say. Get rid of what? What is 
earthly in you, i. e., your sins, anything 
that is inconsistent with your Christian 
profession, When a man gives his 
heart to Christ, the body of sin has been 
killed, but some of its members still re- 
main. “It takes a long time to kill a 
snake. The death stroke has been given 
to sin, but the struggle goes on.” 

In the verses that follow Paul enu- 
merates three groups of sins, not be- 
cause they are the only sins that Chris- 
tians must contend with, but because 
they are typical ones which are apt to 
live on even in the Christian. First, 
there are sins against purity; second, 
the sin of covetousness; and finally, the 
sins against charitableness. 

The power to overcome these sins and 
to grow in the divine image comes to 
us from God (vs. 10). 

In this regenerated life, this spiritual 
region into which the believer is trans- 
ferred in Christ, Paul adds, all human 
differences become unimportant, Old 
prejudices are forgotten and men be- 
come one in Christ (vs. 11). If we 
realize that Christ’s spirit is to be found 
in all men, men of every race and class 

. 
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and condition, and if Christ is accepted 
as the ultimate goal of our lives, then 
such distinctions will become unimpor- 
tant and the brotherhood of man will 
become a reality (vs. 11). 

2. Things to Put On (3:12-17). 
There are some things Paul has indi- 
cated that the Christian must put off, 
just as he would discard old, outworn 
garments. On the other hand, there are 
some things that we must put on, be- 
cause we are God’s ‘“‘chosen ones’”’ (the 
word denotes choice or election by God 
not only to salvation, but also to any 
special privilege or work), because we 
are holy, i. e., consecrated to God’s serv- 
ice, and because we are the objects of 
his love. What are the things which a 
Christian should seek to put on: 

(1) Compassion, or Pity. Surely the 
call to compassion was never greater 
than it is today. But the need is so 
great that our hearts become numbed. 
Some of us can no longer weep unless 
tragedy comes home to our own beloved 
circle. We must not allow familiarity 
or the magnitude of the world’s sorrow 
to close our hearts to the world’s need. 
(2) Kindness, which has been defined 
as “the proper Christian temper in our 
relation to others, that goodness of 
heart that makes us act rightly in deal- 
ing with each other.’’ (3) Lowliness, 
or the proper estimate of our ourselves. 
(4) Meekness, used here in the sense 
of gentleness, the opposite of rudeness. 
(5) Longsuffering or patience, the 
ability to endure, without being ruffled, 
without giving way under the strain. 
(6) Forbearance, which means the 
ability to hold one’s self back, when 
tempted to break loose and fly at one 
another. “The same idiom occurs in 
Eph, 4:2, only there Paul adds “in 
love.”” Without love they will not ex- 


ercise this noble self-restraint and hold 
themselves back from word or deed.” 
(A. T. Robertson.) (7) A willingness 
to forgive, as Christ also has forgiven 
us. (8) Love, which is the crown and 
climax of the Christian virtues. ‘‘Above 
all these put on love, which binds every- 
thing together in perfect harmony,” A. 
T. Robertson tells us that the figure 
here is that of a “girdle.” Among the 
ancients all the other garments were 
held together in place and in proper re- 
lation to one another by the girdle that 
made for speed and service. So love 
binds the virtues into a harmonious 
whole. It is the garment that holds the 
others in their places. 

How can we clothe ourselves in these 
Christian virtues? Paul makes three 
suggestions: P 

(1) “Let the peace of Christ (King 
James: God) rule in your hearts.” The 
peace of Christ here is not only the 
peace which Christ makes for us with 
God, but also that peace which fills us 
with serenity and tranquility in all our 
relations with men, To rule means to 
act as umpire. Robertson translates, 
“And let the peace of Christ keep on 
acting as umpire in your hearts.” In 
other words wherever there is a con- 
flict of motives or impulses or reasons, 
the peace of Christ must step in and 
decide what is to prevail. You,were 
called into the Christian life or into the 
Christian body, Paul adds, for the very 
purpose of having and showing this 
peace of Christ. The exhortation to 
keep on being thankful, even when it 
is difficult to do so, is added to this 
clause, I think, because only so can the 
peace of Christ reign in our hearts and 
lives (cf. Phil. 4:6-7). 

(2) “Let the word of Christ dwell in 
you richly, as you teach and admonish 
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one another in all wisdom, and as you 
sing psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts 
to God.” We cannot hope to measure 
up to the Christian ideal unless we allow 
Christ’s word i. e., the teachings of our 
Lord and of his apostles) to inhabit us, 
to find in us its very home. “It should 
not be treated as a stranger, but re- 
ceived as an everyday and intimate 
guest, as the master of the house who 
regulates all things in it.”” We should 
not neglect either the value that comes 
from the singing of psalms and hymns 
and other spiritual songs. But they 
have little value for us, Paul warns, un- 
less we sing with thankfulness. One 
cannot help being struck by the impor- 
tance which Paul attaches to thankful- 
ness. If we would begin giving it a 
larger place in our lives we might dis- 
cover the reason why. 

(3) The final rule which Paul gives 
us for the realization of the Christian 
ideal is, ‘And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.” If we really center 
our life in him, everything else will fol- 
low, But Paul reminds us the third 
time that there is an essential ingredi- 
ent, which is too often omitted, “giving 
thanks to God the Father through him.” 

John Sutherland Bonnell tells of a 
woman who. came to him unhappy and 
distraught, showing definite symptoms 
of nervous tension and strain, realizing 
that she had become more of a burden 
than a help to her family. Gradually 
she found her way back to serenity and 
peace, and the passage of Scripture 
which helped her most to find the spirit- 
ual resources that she needed was this 
passage from Colossians, which in 
Moffatt’s translation reads as follows: 
“As God’s own chosen, then, as con- 
secrated and beloved, be clothed with 
compassion, kindliness, humility, gentle- 
ness, and good temper—forbear and 
forgive each other in any case of com- 
Plaint; as Christ forgave you, so must 
you forgive. And above all you must 
be loving, for love is the link of the per- 
fect life. Also, let the peace of Christ 


’ be supreme within your hearts—that is 


why you have been called as members 
of one body.” a 

No doubt there are many who study 
this passage who might also find that 
it opens the way to serenity and peace, 
to health of body and mind and soul. 
So much unhappiness is of our own mak- 
ing. The Christian way is a way to 
peace and to happiness, in this life as 
well as in the life to come. On this 
Easter Sunday, as we think of the resur- 
rection of our Lord, let us resolve, with 
his help, to seek the things that are 
above, and to set our minds on the 
things which are above. 





“The best answer anyone can make 
when questioned for proof of the resur- 
rection is the humble and irrefutable 
one: ‘Christ liveth in me.’” 
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BOOK NOTES 


BENJAMIN MOSBY SMITH (1811- 
1893). By Francis R. Flournoy. Rich- 
mond Press, Richmond, Va. 160 pp. 
$2.50. 

Four men have figured in epochal 
ways in the upbuilding of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia: John Holt 
Rice, the founder of the Seminary; 
Moses Hoge, its scholastic founder; 
Benjamin M. Smith, its savior fifty 
years later on and Walter W. Moore, its 
second founder (at Richmond) and first 
president. With the completion of the 
present volume the biographies of all 
four men have been written, though 
that of Moses Hoge, in manuscript in 
the Union Seminary Library, is yet to 
be published. Dr. Smith, an acknowl- 
edged leader in the religious and edu- 
cational life of nineteenth century Vir- 
ginia, was a student in the regimented 
Germany of the 1830s; a keen observer 
of the virtues and faults of the civiliza- 
tion of his day; an educator whose 
ideals helped to shape the public school 
system of his native state; and a theo- 
logian who saved his institution from 
collapse in the tragic era of Reconstruc- 
tion. This biography of him by his 
grandson, already an author of distinc- 
tion, is marked by breadth of view, 
scholarly discrimination and compelling 





* human interest, a significant contribu- 


tion to the historical literature of the 
period. 
J. GRAY McALLISTER.° 
Richmond, Va. 


HOW TO STUDY LUKE. By Joseph 
M. Gettys. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. 144 pp. $1.00 (paper). 

The well is deep, but here are a 
bucket and rope. Second sequel to How 
to Enjoy Studying the Bible, this book 
is no substitute for study. It is written 
“for those who are willing to put them- 
selves at the disposal of the inspired 
writers.” Being no “reader’s digest’”’ of 
the Bible. Requiring work, this imple- 
ment naturally produces results. The 
user may well be surprised at the fresh 
insights Dr. Gettys’ method of study will 
give. 

His way is no short-cut, yet it is 
marked by helpful directions. The in- 
troductory material and interpolated 
aids are concise and functional. The 
commentary list is good. 

This reviewer found himself wishing 
for an opportunity to hear the author 
teach his own course on the basis of this 
excellent method. 

SAMUEL S. WILEY. 

Anderson, S. C. 


THE PERSON AND THE COMMON 
GOOD. By Jacques Maritain. Scrib- 
ners, New York. 98 pages, $2.00. 

This book deals with a most important 
theme. It studies the relation of the 
individual to the common good of the 
community. It deals therefore with one 
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of the central issues of our time in 
which on one side community tends to 
be lost in uncontrolled individualism 
and on the other the rights of the in- 
dividual are lost in the police state. 
Jacques Maritain is known as one of the 
leading Catholic thinkers of our time. 
This book is an attempt to define the 
Catholic doctrine of the rights of the 
individual over against society as it is 
set forth in Thomas Acquinas and the 
Scholastic philosophy. In the closing 
chapter, it seeks to point the Catholic 
position over against bourgeois individ- 
ualism, communism and fascism. 
While the book has great merits, its 
total effect is disappointing. The termi- 
nology of it is difficult for Protestants 
to follow. The insistence of its claim 
that only in Catholic thought can a true 
understanding of man and community 
be gained should be tempered by the 
sober realization that Catholicism can- 
not point to any state today in which 
the inter-relation of man and commu- 
nity has been worked out to the crea- 


‘tion of a better society than that which 


is found in the countries which have a 
great Protestant heritage. 


HOLMES ROLSTON. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


PAUL. By Edgar J. Goodspeed, The 
John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia. 246 
pages. $2.50. 

No scholar of our day has done more 
to make the New Testament a living 
book than Edgar J. Goodspeed, pro- 
fessor of New Testament in the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. More than fifty 
volumes on the Bible and its meaning 
have appeared from his pen, and his 
American translation of the New Testa- 
ment has become a standard in English 
literature. The present book on the 
life of Paul translates a life-time of 
study and research on the Scriptures 
into a popular life of the great apostle 
which will appeal to both ministers and 
laity. 

On the road to Damascus Paul came 
to see Jesus in a new light, says Dr. 
Goodspeed; the recommendation that 
Gentiles be asked to refrain from eating 
meat with blood in it was adopted by 
the Council of Jerusalem after Paul and 
Barnabas had returned to Antioch; the 
great apostle was beheaded shortly after 
the close of the Book of Acts; Ephesians 
and the Pastoral Epistles were written 
after his death. 

But the most conservative reader will 
find little else with which he can dis- 


CLASSIFIED 








BOOKS 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS purchased for cash. 

We pay transportation cost. Send 
list today or write for purchase par- 
ticulars. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 


agree. The book finds its value in its 
moving account of Paul’s life, in the 
new light which modern scholarship 
throws on so many of the phages of 
Paul’s ministry in the way in which 
Paul’s message is made to live for our 
modern times; in the author’s under- 
standing of the apostle’s significance in 
the development of the Gospel. 

As the author concludes: ‘‘Paul has 
dominated Christian theology ever since 
the first century, and he is still reveal- 
ing new moral values in the mid- 
twenties. It was he who saw in the 
struggling Jewish sect of the Nazarenes 
the great world religion Jesus came to 
found and proclaimed and established 
it. . . . His letters have remained 
through the centuries and still are 
among the most potent, dynamic and en- 
during literary forces in the world.” 


ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 
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Think on These Things. Constance Gar- 
rett. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.00. 

The Grand Inquisitor. Fyodor Dostoev- 
sky. Association Press. $1.50. 

Prayer and You. Helen Smith Shoema- 
ker. Revell. $1.75. 

Law of Adoption. Morton L, Leavy. 
Oceana Publications. $1.00. 

High Wind at Noon. Allan Knight Chal- 
mers. Charles Scribner’s Sons. $2.50. 

Witness To The Light. Alec R. Vidler. 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. $3.00. 

Christ and His Gospel in Recent Art. 
Albert Edward Bailey. Charles Scribner's 
Sons. $2.00. 

This Atomic Age and the Word of God. 
Wilbur M. Smith. W. A. Wilde. $3.00. 


Better Ways of Growing Up. Crawford 
& Woodward. Muhlenburg Press. $3.00. 
(Correction from March 8.) 


This Man and This Woman. Frederick 
W. Brink. Association Press. $1.50 


The Bible in the Church. Robert M. 
Grant. Macmillan. $2.50. 


Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. 8. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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The Largest Contribution 
of the Church 


to this busy, anxious, distressed, harassed generation is a clear message, from the Word 
of God, centered in the life and teaching of the Lord Jeses Christ— illustrated and en- 
forced by the walk and conversation of those who bear His name. 


MAN’S WOEFUL LACK 


is revealed in the doubt, fear and uncertainty which are evident on every hand. Unpre- 
cedented development in material things has not satisfied the inner man. Man is a 
spirit—he has a body. In 1939 the psychiatrist, C. J. Jung, wrote a book entitled, 
Modern Man in Search of a Soul. For many months Rabbi Liebman’s book, Peace of 
Mind, has been listed among the books most in demand. 


THE CHURCH’S RESPONSE 


must be made through its thoroughly prepared leaders, to minister to these deeper 
needs of people—making clear God's plan and purpose and pointing the world to our 
Redeemer, Lord and Friend. Each member of the Body of Christ, which is His Church, 
is called to this ministry. Some are called to be guides and leaders—preachers, mission- 
aries, pastors. ‘‘How shall they hear without a preacher?” asked the Apostle Paul. 


THE CHURCH’S SEMINARIES AND COLLEGES 


were brought into existence by our fathers, and are maintained by us, to prepare leaders 
intellectually, socially and spiritually who, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, can 
inspire and guide people whose hearts are made for God and who are restless until they 
find salvation and rest in Him. 


YOUR COOPERATION IS NEEDED 


in the liberal support of these institutions of your Church. By adequately equipping 
them you can make the most needed, direct and far reaching contribution to your own 
generation in our own country and throughout the restless world. 

Look well to the Theological Seminaries and Colleges of your Church—give 


them the full measure of your interest and prayers and financial support. 
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